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WINTER 2021

Our mission is to promote the wise and 
responsible use of natural resources for the 
benefit of all citizens of York County through 

education, demonstration projects and 
technical services.

The Conservation District brings together 
all available technical, financial and education 
resources and coordinates them so that they 

meet the needs of the local land user for 
conservation of soil, water and related natural 

resources.

The Conservation District is a subdivision 
of state government in partnership with the 

South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources and the USDA Natural Resource 

Conservation Service.

The York Soil & Water Conservation 
District has been proudly serving York County 

landowners for over 60 years.

YORK SOIL  &  WATER 
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www.yorkconservat iondis t r ic t .org 

Office Location 

1460 E. Alexander Love Hwy 
York, SC 29745 
803-670-3018

District Coordinator 

Chasity Jones
Chasity.Jones@sc.nacdnet.net

Commissioners

Beth White, Chairperson 
Michael Nance,Vice Chairperson

C. W. Senn, Jr., Treasurer

Peggy Palmer

Bennie Copeland

Commissioner Emeritus 

Evelyn Edmunds 

Associate Commissioners

 Martha Dial 

Lee Petitgout 

Duane Christopher 

Tom Dissington 

USDA/NRCS Personnel 

Tria Yang, District Conservationist

 “Kindness is like snow- It beautifies 
everything that it covers."

-Kahlil Gilbran
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The Conservation District staff has been impacted by Covid-19, but 
has been busy promoting Storm-water outreach and education in 
conjunction with York County! YSWCD was able to start a 4 lesson 
Garden Series at a local Elementary School. The vegetables will be 
harvested in May with the classes that participated in the lesson to enjoy!

GOALS & OBJECTIVES FOR THE GARDEN SERIES PROGRAM INCLUDE:

• Addressing plant science standards for participating grade level students
• Proving a hands-on learning experience outdoors in nature
• Helping students understand the value of soil and water as important natural resources
• Helping students understand where their food comes from and the importance of

agriculture in our society
• Helping students understand the nutritional value of fresh foods and enjoy eating what

they grow themselves

What does our Garden Series cover?
 Month Lesson   Activity   

• September 1. What Plants Need 
• October  2. Worms Eat My Lunch. Demonstrate a compost worm bin 
• November 3. MyPlate/Soil to Spoon. Soil to Spoon activity, nutrition 
• January  4. Wheat seeds to bread. Grind wheat into flour and taste bread 
• February  5. The Vegetables We Eat. Sort vegetables by parts eaten 
• March  6. Plant a Garden. Vegetable seed planting in raised bed (lettuce, carrots) 
• April  7. We eat a Rainbow. Identify vegetables by color (plant radishes) 
• May  8. Harvest Time. Pick vegetables, prepare and eat salad  

Winter 2021

We offer an 8 week series (listed above) and a 4 week series. Please contact YSWCD if you 
would like more information/pricing. Thank you!
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World Wetlands Day! 

WINTER 2021 York Soil & Water Conservation  District 

February 2nd each year is World Wetlands Day to raise global awareness about the vital role 
of wetlands for people and our planet. This day also marks the date of the adoption of the 
Convention on Wetlands on February 2nd 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of 
the Caspian Sea.

 *Wetlands are land areas that are saturated or flooded with water either permanently 
or seasonally. Inland wetlands include marshes, ponds, lakes, fens, rivers, floodplains, and 
swamps. Coastal wetlands include saltwater marshes, estuaries, mangroves, lagoons and 
even coral reefs. Fishponds, rice paddies, and salt pans are human-made wetlands.*

Chasity (YSWCD) and Shannon (YC Environmental Compliance Coordinator) took a trip to 
Ebenezer park for World Wetlands Day. They recorded and shared information about local 
aquatic insects and water quality indicator species. The video can be found on YSWCD's 
Facebook page. Remember that most of our runoff (oil, pet waste, fertilizers, etc.) do not go 
through a filtration system and usually flow directly into our local water systems. Please be 
mindful of the impact that you are having OUR environment.
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1. Order summer-flowering bulbs and seeds now - it’s the perfect task for a wet and windy 
winter’s day. Flowers like lilies, gladioli and ranunculi can all be ordered in the winter for early-
spring planting.

2. Have a general tidy up, removing leaves and other debris from flower beds and borders. You 
can cut back the old dead growth of deciduous grasses and herbaceous perennials now, 
although, if you'd like to be wildlife friendly, it’s best to leave these until early spring.

3. Now’s the perfect time to give your greenhouse a good clean, ready for the seedlings and 
cuttings of spring. Wash the outside of your greenhouse with disinfectant or detergent, to 
remove algae, moss and general grime. This will let in more light during the growing months, 
while removing potential homes for pests and disease. Make sure you disinfect the inside of the 
glass too - overwintering pests and disease can survive in the smallest nooks and crannies.

4. In January and February you can start sowing the seeds of plants which need a longer 
growing season, such as geraniums (pelargoniums), begonias, antirrhinums, peppers and 
aubergines. They'll need to be started in a heated propagator or similar to ensure good growth.

5. Hunt down and remove hibernating pests now - it will save you a lot of trouble come spring 
and summer. Take a closer look at the crowns of your perennial plants and check for any slugs, 
snails and aphid colonies sheltering for the winter.

6. Install a water butt in your garden this winter to make the most of seasonal rainfall. Most of the 
year’s rain falls in winter, so now’s the time to collect it! Harvesting rainwater is essential for 
environmentally friendly gardening. Peak demand for water in the hotter months often forces 
water companies to resort to groundwater reserves and streams, which is harmful to the 
environment and costly for consumers.

7. Winter is a great time to move any deciduous shrubs, as they’ll still be dormant. Move shrubs 
on a still day to prevent the wind from drying out the roots.

8. Winter is the ideal time of year to get those niggly little maintenance jobs out of the way. 
Check fence panels, gates and trellis for any sign of weather damage or decay. Fixing any 
broken structures now will give you more time to spend in the garden during the spring and 
summer. Replace any broken segments or structures.

9. Give your tools a clean and a sharpen during the winter months. Maintaining your garden tools 
will help preserve them, saving you money in the long run and helping prevent the spread of 
disease. Dirty secateurs are notorious for introducing bacteria and fungi to fresh pruning 
wounds.

10. If you haven't already, now’s a great time to set up a compost area in your garden. This could 
be as simple as buying a ready-made compost bin or you could build your own using spare 
wood. 
        https://www.thompson-morgan.com/top-10-spring-garden-tips

10 TIPS TO PREPARE YOUR GARDEN FOR SPRING
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STEWARD OF THE LAND 
York County Council 

Duke Energy/ Rick Jiran 
Farmer’s Service Center/ Lewis Hicks 

Harper Farms/Dickie Harper

GUARDIAN 
York County Farm Bureau 

Senn Cattle Farm / C.W. Senn, Jr. 
Blackwell Farms/Paul Blackwell 

Edward Jones Investments/Robert W. Winkler 
Pump House Restaurant/Elliott S. Close 

Three Dog Farm/ Kim Deacon 
Nancy Cornwell-Daves 

Rogers Grading/Jule Rogers
Roach Farm/Richard Roach

CONSERVATIONIST 
Edward Jones Investments/Jon Brownfield Nance 

Tractor/Michael Nance 
Ketchen Place Farm/ Peggy Palmer 

Tumble T Bar T /Ted Bartee 
Carolina Fresh Farms/ David Rector 
Covington Dairy/William Covington 

J W Edmunds & Son/J. Wesley Edmunds Jr.
Circle E Farm/ Evelyn Edmunds

 Woman’s Club of Rock Hill 
Clint & Carolyn Boyd 

Black’s Peaches/ Arthur Black 
Dunlap-Johnson Chevrolet/Joe Johnson 

 Samuel Moore 
Comporium 

 York Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
AgSouth Farm Credit 

Erwin Farm/David Anderson 
Elrod Pope Law Firm/Tommy Pope 

APEX/ James Patterson 
Curtin Farms LLC/ Hugh Curtin III 

Young Farm/ Edward Young 
Rocky Ridge Farm/ Chris & Barbara Douglas Mellon 

Insurance Solutions/ Steve Mellon 
Boney & Farmers Mutual Insurance/Will Mitchell

Whitaker's Family Farm/Jack & Annette
     Comer Equipment Company 

 Cross Creek Cattle Company/Waitus Craft

PROTECTOR 
Henry Mitchell 

Bush-N-Vine 
NSC USA, Inc. 

Mauney Farms/Roger Mauney
Dick Smith

Veasey Tree Farm/Pat Veasey

THANK YOU TO OUR AFFILIATES 

Thanks to all the conservation supporters 
who became affiliates in 2019 and are    

renewing for 2020! 

 A new school year is in full swing and 
conservation education programs are be-
ing scheduled in classrooms all over York 
County to enrich the teaching of science 

standards for many grade levels.  First 
grade classrooms are learning all about 
plants and agriculture and planning for 

their spring gardens.   

Please show your support for the many 
educational  programs in the District by 
becoming an affiliate, or renewing your 
affiliate membership for 2020 today !!  

Help us make a difference in conservation 
education — we can’t do it without YOU!  

Please clip the form  below and send it 
along with your tax  deductible gift to: 

York Soil & Water Conservation District 

1460 E Alexander Love Hwy 

York, SC 29745 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name ______________________________ 

Company ___________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

City, State, Zip _______________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Check category: 

_____Protector ($50-$99) 

_____Conservationist ($100- $249) 

_____Guardian ($250- $999) 

____Steward of the Land ($1000 +) 

THANK YOU 
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York Soil and Water Conservation District    
1460 East Alexander Love Highway    
York, SC 29745  

All programs and services of the York Soil and Water Conservation District, USDA-NRCS, and the SC DNR, Division of Land, Water and Con-
servation are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handi-
cap. 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please contact our office at 803-670-3018 or email  laura.nettles@sc.nacdnet.net.  

If you get this newsletter via US Postal Service and would rather receive it by email and in color, please contact us with email address. 

Conservation Planning 
Whether you have a large farm or a small acreage hobby farm, developing a conser-
vation plan can serve as a starting point for improving the natural resources that sup-
port a productive and profitable operation.  Benefits of conservation plans include: 

• Identifying goals and objectives of your  operation
• Identifying resource problems, like erosion or water issues, and options for solving
them
• Securing soils maps, soil descriptions and resource analysis pertaining to the op-
eration
• Ensuring  compliance with environmental regulations
• Adapting to changing operational goals
• Establishing a schedule to implement and maintain conservation practices
• Saving you time, labor and energy
Conservation planning is a first step to qualify for most USDA/NRCS Farm Bill con-servation
programs.  For more information  on conservation assistance offered by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), visit www.nrcs.usda.gov.




