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It is time again to fill your bird feeders and turn your 

yard into a winter sanctuary for wildlife. A favorite 

meal for most feeder birds is sunflower seeds 

which will attract cardinals, finches, grosbeaks, 

chickadees, junco, titmice and sparrows. Try a  

window feeder, bringing birds up close to observe.  

If you mix some safflower seed in—its   bitterness 

discourages the squirrels from robbing your bird-

seed.   Hang some suet from a tree to attract 

woodpeckers and nuthatches.   

 Nesting season will be 

upon us soon also—bluebirds 

will begin to search for a nest 

site by the end of February.  If 

you have nesting boxes, now is a good time to 

clean them out, make repairs and make sure vent 

and drainage holes are clear .  If you don’t have 

any nest boxes but would like to build some, the 

Conservation District can provide a pattern for 

making them out of inexpensive    

cedar fence boards and can offer 

tips on placing them on your proper-

ty.    Visit our website (see above) for 

nest box patterns and recipes for 

making your own suet cakes. 
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 “In the woods, we return to      
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The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a federally-funded voluntary program that contracts 
with agricultural producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural land is not farmed or 
ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits.  USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will  
enroll landowners through February 26, 2016.  Participants who sign up will establish long-term 
plant cover such as grasses or trees to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat.  In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share        
assistance.  Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years.   In its 30th year, CRP was reauthor-
ized by the Agricultural Act of 2014, commonly known as the 2014 Farm Bill.  While FSA       
administers CRP, technical support is also provided by USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS).  In York County, FSA and NRCS are housed at the USDA Service Center, 1460 
E Alexander Love Hwy, York, SC.  For more information on CRP and to find out if your land is 
eligible, visit FSA’s website, www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or call the local FSA office, 803-684-3136. 

 

   Assistance to Local Farmers 

 ARBOR DAY was December 4 

Winter  is the best time to plant new trees in South Carolina.  The Conservation  
District helps  area schools celebrate Arbor Day by providing  tree programs and 
seedlings for the students to take home. This year, the district provided a tree for 
planting on school grounds at Springfield Elementary in Fort Mill.  Students from 
Patty Granger’s 5th grade classes wrote essays and planned a tree-planting ceremo-

ny attended by students from the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade   
Environmental Clubs.   Thanks to the Woman’s Club of York 
County for providing funds and volunteers to assist with   
2015 Arbor Day, Nation Ford High School Ag students for 
helping to package the seedlings and Nation Ford FFA       
officers who assisted with the planting. 

 

Nation Ford FFA officers helped 

with the tree planting at 

Springfield Elementary. 

Students each received a Virginia 

Pine seedling to take home. 

Nation Ford Ag students packaged the 

bare root seedlings for Arbor Day. 
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Conservation District Adopts a Hwy 

WINTER 2016   What’s New at YSWCD?   

 This stretch of Highway 21 where it crosses the 

Catawba River between Rock Hill and Fort Mill is now 

adopted by the Conservation District for litter removal.  

Commissioner Mark Wyndham is spearheading the    

effort and can be seen out there many weekends pick-

ing up litter.  “This is such a beautiful new bridge over a 

scenic river and it is such a shame that it is constantly 

spoiled with litter.” says Commissioner Wyndham.   

District Offers BirdSleuth Workshops 

Attention teachers and administrators:  The Conservation District has become a 

BirdSleuth Ambassador and is offering the following free workshop for educators:   

Using BirdSleuth Activities in the Classroom. 

What makes a bird a bird? Learn how to help students build science skills by      

exploring bird life cycles, adaptations, biodiversity, food chains and habitats.      

This workshop is free, can encompass from one hour to three hours depending on 

the depth desired, and teachers who attend will receive a free window bird feeder 

for the classroom and materials for lessons tested by the Cornell Lab of Ornitholo-

gy. Minimum class size is 10 teachers—to sign up for a date of your choice,     

contact Barbara O’Connell at the Conservation District—803-684-3137x101. 

  

  

 
 

Speaking of  birds . . . . . . . . 

 

  

The Conservation District has a brand new guest 

speaker program for the classroom called “Wings 

& Beaks: What Makes a Bird a Bird?” suitable for 

any grade level studying habitats and animal      

adaptations.  The program begins with an inter-

active powerpoint and ends by making bird    

feeders for the school yard.  Call or email the 

Conservation District for more information on 

scheduling a session for your classroom—     

  803-684-3137 x 101  or 

Barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net.     2nd graders at Bethany Elementary fill a bottle 

feeder with birdseed. 
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WINTER  2016 

YORK SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

EDUCATION & OUTREACH 

SCHOOL GARDEN LESSON SERIES 

The Conservation District is working with local 
Woman’s Clubs and Master Gardeners to train 
volunteers to assist with school garden pro-
grams.  Over the past 4 years, the  District has 
helped 22 elementary schools in York County 
start garden programs to teach plant science 
standards.  Volunteers are needed to assist 
schools who request help in keeping their    
garden program going beyond the first year.  

All training and supplies are provided by the Conservation District.  
Schools that are participating in the program this year include Richmond 
Drive, Northside, St. Anne and Finley Road Elementary Schools in Rock 
Hill, Hunter Street Elementary in York, Bethel Elementary in Clover and 
Orchard Park Elementary in Fort Mill.  Volunteers are especially needed to 
help with harvest days in May. Call  Barbara O’Connell at the Conservation 
District, 803-684-3137 x 101 to get more information or to volunteer.  

 Here are some photos from last year’s harvest 
days. . . . . . . . 

  YSWCD School Garden program made possible through grants and donations from the 
Woman’s Club of Rock Hill, Town & Country Garden Club, Fleur de Lis Garden Club and  

Affiliate members of the Conservation District.  Thank you! 
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STEWARD OF THE LAND 
SC Department of Natural Resources 

York County Council 
Harper Farms/Dickie & Craig Harper 

GUARDIAN 
Farmer’s Service Center/ Lewis Hicks 

Nancy Cornwell-Daves 
York County Farm Bureau 

Senn Cattle Farm / C.W. Senn, Jr. 
Edward Jones Investments/Jon Brownfield 

Blackwell Farms/Paul Blackwell 
Robert W. Winkler 

Elliott S. Close 
Boney & Farmers Mutual Insurance/Will Mitchell 

CONSERVATIONIST 
Ketchen Place Farm/ Peggy Palmer 

Tumble T Bar T /Ted Bartee 
Carolina Fresh Farms/ David Rector 
Covington Dairy/William Covington 

J W Edmunds & Son/J. Wesley Edmunds Jr. 
Mauney Farms/Roger Mauney 

Woman’s Club of Rock Hill 
Clint & Carolyn Boyd 

Black’s Peaches/ Arthur Black 
Duke Energy/ Rick Jiran 

Dunlap-Johnson Chevrolet/Joe Johnson 
LaKeisha Barber 

Comporium 
Erwin Farm/David Anderson 
York County Woman’s Club 

Elrod Pope Law Firm/Tommy Pope 
Curtin Farms LLC/Hugh Curtin 

Mellon Insurance Solutions/Steve Mellon 
Rocky Ridge Farm/Chris & Barbara Douglas 

APEX/James Patterson 

PROTECTOR 
Dick Smith 

Brian Connolly 
Circle E Farm/ Evelyn Edmunds 

Bush-N-Vine 
NSC USA, Inc. 

Bennie Copeland 
Mark Wyndham 

McCarter Cattle Farm/Lisa McCarter 
Henry Mitchell 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2015 AFFILIATES 

 
Thanks to all the conservation supporters 

who have become affiliates for 2015!! 

 The New Year is upon us and your   
Conservation District is busier than ever 

providing classroom activities that      
promote good stewardship of  our natural 
resources. Please show your support for 
the many educational  programs in the 

District by becoming an affiliate, or      
renewing your affiliate membership for 
2016 today !!  Help us make a difference 
in conservation education — we can’t do 

it without YOU!   Please clip the form  
below and send it along with your tax  

deductible gift to: 

 York Soil & Water Conservation District 

1460 E Alexander Love Hwy 

York, SC 29745 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Name ______________________________ 

Company ___________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

City, State, Zip _______________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Check category: 

_____Protector ($50-$99)  

_____Conservationist ($100- $249) 

_____Guardian ($250- $999) 

_____Steward of the Land ($1000 +) 

 

THANK YOU 
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York Soil and Water Conservation District                      

1460 East Alexander Love Highway          

York, SC 29745  

All programs and services of the York Soil and Water Conservation District, USDA-NRCS, and the SC DNR, Division of Land, Water and Con-

servation are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handi-

cap. 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please contact our office at 803-684-3137 or email barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net.  

If you get this newsletter via US Postal Service and would rather receive it by email and in color, please contact us with email address. 

STUDENT PHOTO CONTEST 

 The District’s 3rd Annual Conservation Photography Contest is now in full 

swing.. If you are a student in York County and love taking your camera out in nature 

to capture wonderful creatures and sights, then this photo contest is for you! 

 Photographs will be judged in 3 age groups: Elementary (grades K-5), Middle 

school (grades 6-8) and High School (grades 9-12) and 3 subject categories: Water 

& Land, Habitats & Wildlife,  Agriculture Across America.   

 There is a $25 cash prize for first place in each cate-

gory & age group.  Entries must be submitted by April 15. 

For contest rules, call 803-684-3137 x101 or email       

Barbara O’Connell at Barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net .   


