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SUMMER 2018 

The 2018 Conservation Poster Contest theme is 

“Watersheds—Our Water, Our Home” and the 

deadline for entries is October 12, 2018.  This  

contest is open to all York County students in K-8th 

grade in public, private and home schools.  First 

place posters earn a $25 gift card and certificate, 

and will be submitted to the state contest which 

has additional cash awards. 

ATTENTION TEACHERS:  Three great     

reasons for your students to participate: 

 Participation addresses science standards      

relating to water 

 Posters make great instructional art projects 

 A teacher whose classroom produces a first 

place poster also receives a $25 gift card. 

 

A special bonus this year:  Conservation District 

educators are available to come to your classroom 

to make a free  presentation about 

watersheds and give tips on how 

to produce an award-winning post-

er.  Contact the District early to ar-

range a date. 

YO R K  S O I L  &  WAT E R  
C O N S E RVAT I O N   

D I S T R I C T   
N E W S  &  A N N UA L  R E P O RT   

  w w w.y o r kc o n s e r va t i o n d i s t r i c t . o r g   

Office Location 

1460 E. Alexander Love Hwy 

York, SC 29745 

803-670-3018 

District Coordinator 

Barbara O’Connell 
barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net 

Education Specialist 
Laura Nettles 

Laura.nettles@sc.nacdnet.net 

Commissioners 

Peggy Palmer, Chairperson 

Beth White, Vice Chair 

C. W. Senn, Jr., Treasurer 

Bennie Copeland 

Michael Nance 

Commissioner Emeritus 

Evelyn Edmunds 

Associate Commissioners 

Liz Christenberry 

Martha Dial 

Lee Petitgout 

Duane Christopher 

 

USDA/NRCS Personnel 

Rebecca Briggs 

District Conservationist 

 “Knowledge is like a garden; if it is not cultivated, 
it cannot be harvested.“  
                     . . . .African Proverb 
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 The District provided 
trees and assisted in Ar-
bor Day tree-planting 
ceremonies at 4 
schools: Kinard Ele-
mentary in Clover, 
Rosewood and Mt. Holly Elementary in 
Rock Hill and Hickory Grove/Sharon Ele-
mentary School in York.  500 tree seed-
lings were given to students at 6 schools.  

 A student photography contest with 
383 entries was held county-wide with 
awards presented at school award ceremo-
nies and school board meetings.  

 A poster contest with theme “Healthy 
Soils Are Full of Life” was 
held for K-8 students with 
one local winner (see photo 

at right) also receiving first 
place in the state contest 
and honorable mention 
in the national judging. 

 244 classroom presentations were made to 
nearly 6000 students in York County     
during the 2017-18 school year. 

 36 community volunteers assisted with the  
District’s school  garden 
program, giving 257 vol-
unteer hours. 

 School gardens were 
planted with 30     classes 
at 7 elementary schools 
culminating in the har-
vesting (and eating!) of the vegetables by 
730 students. (See page 3 for more photos) 

 Through a grant received from Duke      
Energy Foundation to further expand the 
school garden program, 60 raised bed gar-
dens have been placed at 10 additional 
schools.  

 Programs on birds, rocks, soil, habitats,   
water cycle, pollinators and watersheds 
were presented to 35 classrooms. 

  

Classroom & School Activities 

Other Outreach Activities 

 

 The Conservation District partnered 
with York County Farm Bureau at a 
Legislative and Awards Dinner to high-
light conservation efforts and issues. 

 A story about the District’s school gar-
den program was featured in the Janu-
ary/February 2018 issue of South Caroli-
na Wildlife Magazine 

 A quarterly newsletter was published and dis-
tributed to over 2000 recipients. 

 Lee Petitgout, a teacher st Nation Ford High 
School, was nominated by the District and 
was presented the award for Conservation 
Teacher of the Year by the South Carolina As-
sociation of Conservation Districts. 
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Scenes from 2017/18 School Garden Series 

SUMMER 2018 York Soil & Water Conservation  District 

 

  

  

Students learn about seeds by 
planting grass in cups 

Learning about composting and 
worms 

Learning nutrition through “Eat Lots 
of Colors” 

Harvest day! Radishes galore! 
And a “thumbs up” for the salad they grew 

themselves 

Planting radishes, carrots & lettuce Checking the garden—ready to harvest 

Many thanks to the 
Woman’s Club of Rock 

Hill, York County    
Woman’s Club &    

Master Gardeners for 
their support and      
assistance with this   

program.  And to Duke 
Energy Foundation for 
the funding that made 

it possible to place 
more raised beds at 

schools. 
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What’s New At YSWCD? 

SUMMER 2018 York Soil & Water Conservation  District 

Elect Two Commissioners 
On November 6, York County voters will have the opportunity 
to re-elect two of our York Soil & Water District Commission-
ers for a 4 year term.   The District is governed by 5 Commis-
sioners who serve without compensation to help protect soil 
and water through programs and education.  Shown here, 
back row, are Commissioners C. W. Senn, Jr., Bennie T. 
Copeland and Michael Nance. Pictured front row are Peggy 
Palmer and Beth White. 

  

  

Watershed Directors on Ballot 
Voters in the Fishing Creek Watershed District will elect two Watershed Directors in 
the 2018 General election on November 6.  Candidates must be registered voters in 
York County and must live within the Fishing Creek Watershed District.  To be 
placed on the ballot, a Statement of Candidacy form must be filed with the county 
Election Commission in York by noon on August 15, 2018.  The York Conservation 

District oversees the Watershed board, which meets quarterly.  
The Fishing Creek Watershed Board maintains four flood control 
dams in York County.  For more information, contact Barbara 
O’Connell at the Conservation District office, 803-670-3018 or 
email Barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net. 

  

Talk To NRCS About Conservation Planning 
Every farm has its own unique problems and concerns—whether yours is a large   
operation or a small hobby farm.  A Conservation Plan is the first step that owners 
and operators can take to improve land management, maintain and improve natural 
resources and support a profitable agriculture operation.  Conservation Planners 
with the NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) can help producers identi-
fy options that provide the greatest conservation benefit while meeting your produc-
tion goals.  A Conservation Plan can provide tools to help you solve problems and 
may qualify you for one or more of the many cost-share programs designed by the 
USDA to assist farmers who apply conservation practices on their land.  For more 
information, make an appointment to meet with 
your District Conservationist,  Rebecca Briggs at the 
York USDA Service Center.  She can be reached at                  
Rebecca.briggs@sc.usda.gov  
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SPRING 2018 York Soil & Water Conservation District 

STEWARD OF THE LAND 
York County Council 

Duke Energy/ Rick Jiran 
Farmer’s Service Center/ Lewis Hicks 

Harper Farms/Dickie Harper 

GUARDIAN 
York County Farm Bureau 

Senn Cattle Farm / C.W. Senn, Jr. 
Blackwell Farms/Paul Blackwell 

Edward Jones Investments/Robert W. Winkler 
Pump House Restaurant/Elliott S. Close 

Three Dog Farm/ Kim Deacon 
Nancy Cornwell-Daves 

Roach Farm/Richard Roach 
Rogers Grading/Jule Rogers 

CONSERVATIONIST 
Edward Jones Investments/Jon Brownfield 

Nance Tractor/Michael Nance 
Ketchen Place Farm/ Peggy Palmer 

Tumble T Bar T /Ted Bartee 
Carolina Fresh Farms/ David Rector 
Covington Dairy/William Covington 

J W Edmunds & Son/J. Wesley Edmunds Jr. 
Woman’s Club of Rock Hill 

Clint & Carolyn Boyd 
Town & Country Garden Club 
Black’s Peaches/ Arthur Black 

Dunlap-Johnson Chevrolet/Joe Johnson 
Circle E Farm/ Evelyn Edmunds 

LaKeisha Barber 
Comporium 

York Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
AgSouth Farm Credit 

Erwin Farm/David Anderson 
Elrod Pope Law Firm/Tommy Pope 

APEX/ James Patterson 
Curtin Farms LLC/ Hugh Curtin III  

Young Farm/ Edward Young 
Rocky Ridge Farm/ Chris & Barbara Douglas 

Boney & Farmers Mutual Insurance/Will Mitchell 
Whitaker Family Farm/Jack Whitaker 

Comer Equipment Company 

PROTECTOR 
Bush-N-Vine 
NSC USA, Inc. 

Blake & Sherry Wisher 
Mauney Farms/Roger Mauney 
Veasey Tree Farm/Pat Veasey 

Dick Smith 

THANK YOU TO OUR AFFILIATES 
 

Wow—summer is flying by and the      
District is busy polishing up its classroom 

offerings and developing additional     
programs to address soil and water       
science standards with York County     

students.  

Thanks to all the conservation supporters 
who have become affiliates this year or are           

renewing for 2018!! 

Please show your support for the many 
educational  programs in the District by 
becoming an affiliate, or renewing your 

affiliate membership today !!   

Help us make a difference in conservation 
education — we can’t do it without YOU!   

Please clip the form  below and send it 
along with your tax  deductible gift to: 

 York Soil & Water Conservation District 

1460 E Alexander Love Hwy 

York, SC 29745 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Name ______________________________ 

Company ___________________________ 

Address ____________________________ 

City, State, Zip _______________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Check category: 

_____Protector ($50-$99)  

_____Conservationist ($100- $249) 

_____Guardian ($250- $999) 

_____Steward of the Land ($1000 +) 

 

THANK YOU 
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YORK SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
SUMMER 2018 

York Soil and Water Conservation District                      
1460 East Alexander Love Highway          
York, SC 29745  

All programs and services of the York Soil and Water Conservation District, USDA-NRCS, and the SC DNR, Division of Land, Water and Con-
servation are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handi-
cap. 

If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please contact our office at 803-670-3018 or email barbara.oconnell@sc.nacdnet.net.  

If you get this newsletter via US Postal Service and would rather receive it by email and in color, please contact us with email address. 

 ’Bee’ a Friend to Pollinators 

Pollinators are hard at work this summer.  They are integral to our eco-
systems and our   economy .  Here are ways you can help them flourish: 
 Plant a mixture of native flowering plants: Invite pollinators to your 

neighborhood by planting pollinator-friendly plants in your yard, farm 
or school.  For a list of plants that will do well in your pollinator gar-
den, go to this web site  ( http://pollinator.org/guides#zip ) and put in your zip code. 

 Create a pollinator watering station: With sweltering temperatures in summer months, 
sources of water can be hard to find. Add a bowl, dish or even a pie plate to your yard 
filled with rocks, marbles or pebbles and a shallow layer of fresh water. Spread the       
substrate evenly to provide pollinators with somewhere to land without drowning. Keep 
the water station out of direct sunlight and monitor the water levels to make sure there’s 
an adequate supply. 

By implementing any of these practices, you’ll help more than just bees – also other          
pollinating wildlife, from butterflies to birds.  


